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Dear Friends in Christ,

It was wonderful to be able to use St George's for public worship in

time for Good Friday and Easter. The relaxing of some of the Coronavirus
restrictions came to us as a relief and as a welcome opportunity to gather
together once again for services. A lot of individuals worked hard to ensure
everything was in accordance with the medical guidelines and the building
properly prepared. | want to say a particular word of thanks to the
Churchwardens, Select Vestry and our musicians for everything they did to
ensure that the Easter services went as well as they did. In particular | am
very grateful to the Director of Music, David Falconer, Maeve Falconer -Morris
and the choirs for the wonderful singing we heard over that weekend.

The Easter -Eve liturgy with Confirmation was the first visit to St George's by

our new Bishop, the Rt Revdd George Day
confirmed by him, all converts to the faith who had come from Iran. They

had all been prepared very carefully for Baptism and Confirmation by Fr

Graeme Pollock and Meisam Khalili. Some of them were ready for

confirmation in 2020 but had to wait a year because of Covid -19. The
Bishop was delighted that so many adults had accepted the Christian Faith

and said it was the largest Confirmation group he has confirmed so far. Over

the last 4 years about 30 Iranian adults have been baptised and confirmed in

St George's. Their preparation is taken very seriously and in recent years

has been carried out by Fr Graeme with
are all very tech -savvy and make extensive use of Skype, Facetime, Zoom and
other social media tools to keep in touch and attend Bible studies. Quite a

number of Iranians who used to come to St George's have now moved to GB
because of work opportunities. | am still in touch with quite a number of

them working in London, Sunderland and Hereford. They are working in

careers as varied as an Iranian themed confectioners, nursery care and

football coaching. They not only keep in touch with me but follow us on the

internet and are still in contact with Iranians still living in Belfast. Some

even continue to attend on  -line Bible studies which they first encountered
through St George's facilitated by Mrs Katrin All -davoodi, who is herself
training for ordination in the Church of England. There is much more that

we can and should be doing to support asylum seekers and refugees,

especially those come to the Christian Faith. The most important thing is

that we all remain welcoming, encouraging and supportive to everyone who

comes to worship with us, so that they will feel welcome in St George's and

quickly realise that they are part of the family of God in the parish. There are

more practical steps | am considering, which will help overseas members feel

more at home and comfortable in church. If you have any ideas about this

and are willing to help implement them, then please have a word with me.

I hope and pray that the Easter Season will continue to bring you hope and

joy in the Resurrection of Christ and that you will be blessed with health and
strength. Please do let me know of any sick parishioners or pastoral needs

that you are aware of.

Yours in the Risen Christ
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THE GREAT HUNGER
Health and wealth and love he too dreamed of in May
As he sat on the railway slope and watched the children of the place
Picking up a primrose here and a daisy there -
They were picking up life's truth singly.
But he dreamt of the Absolute envased bouquet -
All or nothing. And it was nothing. For God is not all
In one place, complete
Till Hope comes in and takes it on his shoulder -
O Christ, that is what you have done for us:
In a crumb of bread the whole mystery is.
He read the symbol too sharply and turned
From the five simple doors of sense
To the door whose combination lock has puzzled
Philosopher and priest and common dunce.
Men build their heavens as they build their circles
Of friends. God is in the bits and pieces of Everyday -
A kiss here and a laugh again, and sometimes tears,
A pearl necklace round the neck of poverty.
He sat on the railway slope and watched the evening,
Too beautifully perfect to use,
And his three wishes were three stones too sharp to sit on,
Too hard to carve. Three frozen idols of a speechless muse.
Patrick Kavanagh (1904

Submitted by Geoffrey May

-1967)
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